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Dear Friends,

Last week I was showing off St Mary’s.  
We are so fortunate to have a lovely 
sanctuary and I enjoy showing people 
the various contributions made by 
individuals and artists throughout 
many years. In the Easter Window, 
which was installed by Rev Haughton 
in memory of his late wife Peggy, there 
is a powerful image of the agony of the 
Garden of Gethsemane. The window 
was designed by Willie Roger, installed 
by Willie and John Clark. One image 
within the window is that of a figure in 
torment, head in hands. The image my 
guest suggested was very reminiscent 
of a painting by the Norwegian Edvard 
Munch called Scream. Munch painted it 
in 1893 and wrote in his diary;

‘I was walking along a path with two 
friends. The sun was setting.  I felt a 
breath of melancholy. Suddenly the 
sky turned blood red. I stopped, and 
leant against the railing, deathly tired: 
looking out across flaming clouds, that 
hung like blood and a sword over the 
deep blue fjord and town. My friends 
walked on. I stood there trembling 
with anxiety and felt a great infinite 
scream through nature’
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Munch painted what he felt, saw and heard. It is a really difficult 
picture to look at and some may even find it disturbing. The mood 
created, the colours used and the expression witnessed in the 
painting may be a challenge. You would not want to have this 
picture up in your bedroom or living room it may ‘chill your mood’ 
as your day unfolds.

In the book of the prophet Isaiah within the Old Testament you can 
read these words;  ‘The voice said ‘Cry!’ And I said: ‘What shall I 
cry?’ All flesh is grass.

As we move through life there are times when we encounter 
people who need to ‘Cry!’  Sometimes we may need to ‘Cry!’  The 
‘Cry!’ may arise out of things seen, experiences remembered, 
events in life.  However sometimes the ‘Cry!’ comes when we 
enter into the pain of another. We see starvation, homelessness, 
ill treatment of children, Civil unrest, tyrannical leaders or natural 
disasters.

Although church can sometimes seem disconnected from 
everyday life I think in worship we are meant to ‘Cry!

 Sometimes we enter into the pain of another or we cry out at the 
injustice. 

Whenever I look at the Easter window I will try to remember that 
Jesus in the Garden of Gethsemane ‘Cried out!’ for all who suffer.  
We should be thankful for all who scream, shriek and cry – in 
words, paintings, stained glass or music – to awaken us from our 
slumber to unstop out deaf ears and hear the ‘Cry!’

Kindest regards
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Parish Register
Funerals
‘Jesus said 'I am the resurrection and the life . . .'
'Blessed are they that mourn for they shall be comforted'
'Jesus said the souls of the righteous are in the hands of God.'

 February	 09	 George McPherson, 43 Birch Drive Lenzie
		  10	 Andrew Kean, 3 Blackwood Road, Milngavie
		  15	 Sheila Smith, 23 Kelvin View, Torrance
		  16	 Kenneth Hutchison, 64 Muirside Avenue

Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir

90th Annual Concert
with Special Guests
Cardiff Male Choir

St Mary’s Parish Church
Saturday 2nd April, 2011 at 7.30pm

Tickets £7 from any choir member,
Lynsey’s Flowers Catherine Street,

by phoning 0141 775 2437 or 
e-mailing  tickets_kmvc@hotmail.co.uk

The Bells of St Mary’s
March	 13		  Dorothy Stewart and
			   Ross Johnstone	  
	 20		  James Paterson and Scott Millin
	 27		  Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans	  
April	 03		  Paul and Charlotte Malcolm	  
	 10		  Andrew and Fraser Leishman

  

Change of Address 

Mrs Isobel Hay, formerly 21 Regent Street now resident at 8 Northbank Avenue.   

Mary Middlemore, formerly 18 Kelvin Court now residing in Birdston Nursing Home. 

Mrs M Leishman, formerly 30 Blackthorn Avenue now residing in Rannoch Lodge Nursing Home, Condorrat. 

 
The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m. and the programme for November and December is as 

under.  All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics. 

  

November 06 Robert Hamilton – Scottish Selection 

13 David Whitton MSP 

20 An evening with John and Peter Douglas 

27 David Forsyth – Scottish Diaspora – Jock Thamson Abroad 

December 04 Amateur Theatre Guild (Open Night) 

  11  Christmas Dinner 

 

 

Bell Ringers Duty Rota 

 

November 01 Shona McKay and Gayle Johnstone 

  08 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  15 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  22 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  29 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

December 06 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

 

 

 

 
Prayer Secretary 

It is the time of year when we think of two young men, Guy Fawkes and Jesus Christ.  The first was a gullible person 

who attempted to blow up the Houses of Parliament (not really a Scottish problem at that time).  The second, who 

willingly accepted the cruellest of deaths for love of mankind.  We do not remember Jesus with noise and sparkle but 

quietly with bread and wine. 

 

The following is from pages 70 and 72 of 'Looking out the window' by David Award. 

 

Communion 

I love Communion.  I always have.  The sense of peace, the sense of wonder.  The opportunity to simply meditate on an 

amazing moment in history, on what has happened since, on the implications of everything.  It’s quite a feeling and never 

ceases to amaze me.  And it’s so wrapped up in what Sunday is all about.  A time of rest, of quiet.  A time to just relax a 

little, think about what’s going on, take stock of life. 

 

But Communion is more than that.  It’s about real communication, real meaning, a sense of depth to life.  It’s about 

refocusing yourself and what you’re about, looking at where you’re at with your life and God and perhaps readjusting 

your aim a little. 

 

And then there’s the moment when Jesus sat down with his friends and shared an evening and some bread and wine, 

trying to teach them something that perhaps even today we find difficult to grasp.  I know I still do, which is why when I 

take the bread and wine, my mind fills with wonder and a sense of peace that I always try to keep central to what I’m 

about.  It doesn’t always work, but it’s something to keep aiming for – real communion with God and with each other. 

 

I thank you, Lord,  

for being able to take part in Communion.  
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Church Flowers
We wish to thank the following members who will donate the flowers for 
the chancel of our Church during March.

March	 13	 Mrs A Scott, Mrs D McMillan, Mrs A Beveridge,
		  Mrs A MacNeill	  
	 20	 Mrs S Shirra, Mr D Houston, Mrs M Burns 
	 27	 Mrs M Montgomery, Mrs K Pollock
April	 03	 Mrs J Whyte, Mrs J Stewart, Rev F Haughton, Mrs P Sinclair

The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, will 
be responsible for the distribution.
 
March	 13/20	 Mrs M. Wilson, Mrs L. Sinclair 
March	 27 )	   Mrs J. More, Mrs G. Kennedy 
April	 03 )

Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following 
people who received chancel flowers during the last month.
Mrs J Rankin, Mrs M. Lawson, Mrs M. Cant, Mrs M. Pears, Mrs V. Anderson, 
Mrs M. Fyfe, Mrs B. Cowie, Mrs M. Cruickshanks, Mrs M. Mathieson, 
Mr J. Honeker, Mr Mrs J. Stewart, Mrs R. Fitzpatrick, Mr R. Laing, Mrs I. 
Livingston, Mrs A. Cunningham, Mrs R. Bruce, Mrs B. Little, Mrs N. Doran, 
Mrs M. Primrose, Mrs B. Richardson, Miss A. Letford, D. & D. Halliday, Mrs 
G. Young, R. & S. Robertson, Mr D Smith.

Janice Reid thanks all those for donations received for the Chancel 
flowers during the month of February.

The Corner family thank the Rev Mark Johnstone for all his support and 
for the lovely service for their daughter Jane.  They also convey thanks to 
Katy Owen and Elizabeth Cousin for their visits and all the people of St 
Mary’s who helped during and after the service. The flowers from Sunday 
school and Church were much appreciated.

Janice Reid

Thank You . . .

Continued overleaf
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British Summer Time
British Summer Time begins at 1.00 a.m. on Sunday 27 March.   Please 
remember to put your clocks and watches forward one hour before you 
retire on Saturday 26 March or you could be late for Church!

April 3 – Mothering 
Sunday
There is an old Jewish saying:  God could not be 
everywhere, therefore he made mothers.

5 Bank Loan Shark 

6 Blue Sky Blue 

7 Happy Hour Glass 

8 Speed Boat Yard 

9 Wing Mirror Image 

10 Bowling Green House 

11 Deep End Product 

12 Tea Pot Stand 

13 Quick Sand Castle 

14 Rock Salt Water 

15 News Paper Weight 

16 Christmas Tree Trunk 

17 Quiz Show Jumping 

18 Frying Pan Drop 

19 Red Wine Gums 

20 Bottle Bank Note 

21 Elastic Band Stand 

22 Coal Fire Engine 

23 Rocking Chair Lift 

24 Coffee Table Lamp 

25 Pencil Case Notes 

26 Grand Piano Stool 

27 Police Sergeant Major 

28 Dog Bone China 

29 Telegraph Pole Vault 

30 New Year Older 

 

 

LISTENERS CIRCLE 

The next meeting will be on Friday 18 March. The choice of music this month is that of Mr John McGugan.  

Everyone is welcome at 2.00 p.m. in the Session House.    

The Parishioner 

Copy for the April Parishioner should be handed to Sandra Burns, left in the Publications pigeon hole in the 

Hall vestibule, or sent by e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 27 March.   

 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 

St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life 

than retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday morning.  

You may hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those around you.  You 

don’t have to join up to join in. 
 

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is 

available in the office Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact for general 

enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office telephone number 

is 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

  
BRITISH SUMMER TIME 

British Summer Time begins at 1.00 a.m. on Sunday 27 March.   Please remember to put your clocks and 

watches forward one hour before you retire on Saturday 26 March or you could be late for Church! 
 

 

03 April – Mothering Sunday 

 

There is an old Jewish saying:  God could not be everywhere, therefore he made mothers. 
 

Prayer Secretary 

Dear Friends 

In February's 'Life and Work' six people were asked "What do you consider to be the first signs of Spring?"  I 

have chosen excerpts from two of the replies and hope you find them interesting as you consider your own 

signs of Spring. 

  
                                                                                    Yours Margaret. 

 

May Nicholson, Project Manager of the Preshal Trust, Glasgow says “Spring to me is new life and I 

found that new life in Jesus.” 

“When the wind, rain and snow are blowing the daffodils they are able to stand tall because of their firm 

roots.  When the woes of life come against me Jesus stands me on good foundations and gives us the hope 

and strength for the future.  Although life can throw many obstacles and temptations in my way, I am not 

alone.  Jesus is always beside me showing me love, joy and peace on my journey through to springtime.” 

Lynne Paterson, Scotland Director of Tearfund … “A couple of years ago I was walking on the Gleniffer 

Braes.  The ground was hard and all around was as grey and lifeless as February usually is.  As I neared the 

top of the hill, I was met by a scene that brought a smile to my face – a white carpet of snowdrops.  A sign 

of purity and joy; hope that something brighter is just around the corner.  Fragile, yet a forerunner that 

braves the cold and stands alone as a promise of more.  A sign that all is not as it seems, that beyond the veil 

of winter lies the warmth, colour and beauty of spring.  God showed me in that moment that this is like his 

church – here on earth as a forerunner, a picture of his coming kingdom.  Called to demonstrate life as it’s 

meant to be, where there are no hungry, no poor, no forgotten.  Pure and spotless, bringing gladness to the 

grey.  Gentle, but with a perseverance that belies our frail exterior.  And above all bringing hope, not just for 

the age to come, but to every life that we touch here and now.” 

 

Communion 

The Session held a special session meeting in October to discuss issues pertaining to the method of distribution 

of the elements (common cup vs. individual cups), to the involvement of young people in Communion and 

whether we should reintroduce communion cards. At our Special Session meeting on 9
th

 February, the Session 

met to consider the following proposals that Mark put forward on the basis of the discussions that took place in 

October.  The proposals were:- 

 
Distribution of Elements 

That we increase the frequency of Communion services from 2 to 4 in the year.  Two of the Communion 

services would continue to be celebrated by the traditional method of the common cup.  At the additional 

services we would use individual glasses and non alcoholic wine. 

 

Young people and their participation at Communion  

That any young person who was deemed to be appropriately mature and prepared could take Communion.  The 

appropriate Elder in consultation with the child’s carer and the Minister would make the preparation and 

instruction available to the young person before he / she would be allowed Communion. 

St Mary’s Nursery School
St. Mary’s Nursery School is collecting Tesco and Sainsbury schools 
vouchers for 2011.  These voucher schemes allow the nursery to 
acquire new resources for the children to use.  We will be delighted 
to receive any donations of vouchers you may have; these can be 
placed into the nursery pigeon hole in the church hall or handed into 
the church office.  Thank you.

Dear God . . .
A little boy’s prayer: “Dear God, please take care of my daddy 
and my mummy and my sister and my brother and my doggy 
and me.  Oh, and please take care of yourself, God.  If anything 
happens to you, we’re gonna be in a big mess.”
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Prayer Secretary
Dear Friends . . .

In February’s ‘Life and Work’ six people were asked “What do 
you consider to be the first signs of Spring?”  I have chosen 
excerpts from two of the replies and hope you find them 
interesting as you consider your own signs of Spring.
 

Yours Margaret.

May Nicholson, Project Manager of the Preshal Trust, 
Glasgow says “Spring to me is new life and I found that new 
life in Jesus.”
“When the wind, rain and snow are blowing the daffodils 
they are able to stand tall because of their firm roots.  When 
the woes of life come against me Jesus stands me on 
good foundations and gives us the hope and strength for 
the future.  Although life can throw many obstacles and 
temptations in my way, I am not alone.  Jesus is always beside 
me showing me love, joy and peace on my journey through 
to springtime.”

Lynne Paterson, Scotland Director of Tearfund … “A 
couple of years ago I was walking on the Gleniffer Braes.  The 
ground was hard and all around was as grey and lifeless as 
February usually is.  As I neared the top of the hill, I was met 
by a scene that brought a smile to my face – a white carpet 
of snowdrops.  A sign of purity and joy; hope that something 
brighter is just around the corner.  Fragile, yet a forerunner 
that braves the cold and stands alone as a promise of more.  
A sign that all is not as it seems, that beyond the veil of winter 
lies the warmth, colour and beauty of spring.  God showed 
me in that moment that this is like his church – here on earth 
as a forerunner, a picture of his coming kingdom.  Called 
to demonstrate life as it’s meant to be, where there are no 
hungry, no poor, no forgotten.  Pure and spotless, bringing 
gladness to the grey.  Gentle, but with a perseverance that 
belies our frail exterior.  And above all bringing hope, not just 
for the age to come, but to every life that we touch here and 
now.”
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The Guild
March	 04	 Neil Cunningham and Friends         
	 11	 Robert Hamilton – Slides Selection
	 18	 Cumbernauld Choir
		  (This is an Open Night for anyone wishing to
		  go along)
	 25	 A.G.M.

Those of you who purchased a Guild Quiz Sheet would have realised the 
wrong answers were given in February Parishioner – a senior moment!  
The following are the correct answers.

 

 
 

September 13 Paul Malcolm and Ronald Black 

  20 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  27 Linda Brown and Lynsey Ferris 

October  04 Mary Stirling and Angela Montgomerie 

  11 Lisa Thomson and Karen Morrison 

 

The Parishioner 

The next issue of The Parishioner will be on Sunday 04 October and copy for this should be handed to Sandra Burns, 

sent by e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com or left in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule no later than 

Sunday 27 September. 

 

The Publications Committee are always interested in the activities of all our Organisations, especially the young 

people of Church, so if you wish your voice to be heard, or have something you would like published in The 

Parishioner, please let the Editor know.   

 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME  

St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life than 

retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday morning.  You may 

hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those around you.  You don’t have to 

join up to join in. 

 

LISTENERS CIRCLE 

The first meeting of the new session will be on Friday 18 September at 2pm in the Session House.  Everyone is 

cordially invited to come along to hear ninety minutes of a wide range of music with a break in the middle for tea and 

conversation.   This month the programme has been chosen by Tom Dewar. 

 

      The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m.  They commence their new Session on 09 October. 

All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics throughout the Session year. 

 

Summer Work Parties 

Many thanks to all those who helped in any way in completing all the work carried out within the Church and Halls 

during the summer.  Without your assistance we would not have managed to carry out most of the jobs on the never 

ending list. Thank you again and I am sure I can call upon your assistance on future occasions.    David Tinto - 

Fabric Convener 

 

PRAYER SECRETARY 

Dear friends does the thought of September conjure up clearing fallen leaves, harvest, Christmas?  It also heralds the 

return to Church activities with renewed friendships and the fun they bring.  I won't mention heating bills.  After the 

buzz of Summer I thought you might like this passage "Time out" from "Looking out of the window" by David 

Gatward.           Yours Margaret. 

  

Jesus took time out: to pray, to walk, to think, to be alone.  In today's busy world we all can forget to do this.  I'm not 

talking about being alone through no fault of your own; I'm talking about making time to be just you as you are where 

you are with God.  But being with God doesn't necessarily mean having a heart-rending session of prayer or 

considering the deeper meanings behind obscure biblical passages.  It can be just sitting still for a while on a park 

 

 February 09 George McPherson, 43 Birch Drive Lenzie 

10 Andrew Kean, 3 Blackwood Road, Milngavie 

15 Sheila Smith, 23 Kelvin View, Torrance 

  16 Kenneth Hutchison, 64 Muirside Avenue 

 
Church Flowers (graphics please Jim) 

 

We wish to thank the following members who will donate the flowers for the chancel of our Church during March. 

 

March 13 Mrs A Scott, Mrs D McMillan, Mrs A Beveridge, Mrs A MacNeill   

             20 Mrs S Shirra, Mr D Houston, Mrs M Burns  

             27 Mrs M Montgomery, Mrs K Pollock 

April    03 Mrs J Whyte, Mrs J Stewart, Rev F Haughton, Mrs P Sinclair 

 

The following members, whom we wish to thank for their assistance, will be responsible for the distribution. 

  
March 13/20  Mrs M. Wilson, Mrs L. Sinclair  

March  27 )    Mrs J. More, Mrs G. Kennedy  

April    03 ) 

 

Thank you acknowledgements have been received from the following people who received chancel flowers 

during the last month. 

Mrs J Rankin, Mrs M. Lawson, Mrs M. Cant, Mrs M. Pears, Mrs V. Anderson, Mrs M. Fyfe, Mrs B. Cowie, 

Mrs M. Cruickshanks, Mrs M. Mathieson, Mr J. Honeker, Mr Mrs J. Stewart, Mrs R. Fitzpatrick, Mr R. Laing, 

Mrs I. Livingston, Mrs A. Cunningham, Mrs R. Bruce, Mrs B. Little, Mrs N. Doran, Mrs M. Primrose,  

Mrs B. Richardson, Miss A. Letford, D. & D. Halliday, Mrs G. Young, R. & S. Robertson, Mr D Smith. 

Janice Reid thanks all those for donations received for the Chancel flowers during the month of February. 

 

The Corner family thank the Rev Mark Johnstone for all his support and for the lovely service for their 

daughter Jane.  They also convey thanks to Katy Owen and Elizabeth Cousin for their visits and all the people 

of St Mary's who helped during and after the service. The flowers from Sunday school and Church were much 

appreciated. 
 

 
 

March 13 Dorothy Stewart and Ross Johnstone   

 20 James Paterson and Scott Millin 

 27 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans   

April 03 Paul and Charlotte Malcolm   

 10 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

 

The Guild 

March  04 Neil Cunningham and Friends          

            11          Robert Hamilton – Slides Selection 

            18          Cumbernauld Choir (This is an Open Night for anyone wishing to go along) 

            25          A.G.M. 

 

Those of you who purchased a Guild Quiz Sheet would have realised the wrong answers were given in February 

Parishioner – a senior moment!  The following are the correct answers. 

 

1 School Tie Rack 

2 Ghost Town Centre 

3 Shotgun Wedding Bells 

4 Cross Stitch Up 
5 Bank Loan Shark 

6 Blue Sky Blue 

7 Happy Hour Glass 

8 Speed Boat Yard 

9 Wing Mirror Image 

10 Bowling Green House 

11 Deep End Product 

12 Tea Pot Stand 

13 Quick Sand Castle 

14 Rock Salt Water 

15 News Paper Weight 

16 Christmas Tree Trunk 

17 Quiz Show Jumping 

18 Frying Pan Drop 

19 Red Wine Gums 

20 Bottle Bank Note 

21 Elastic Band Stand 

22 Coal Fire Engine 

23 Rocking Chair Lift 

24 Coffee Table Lamp 

25 Pencil Case Notes 

26 Grand Piano Stool 

27 Police Sergeant Major 

28 Dog Bone China 

29 Telegraph Pole Vault 

30 New Year Older 

 

 

LISTENERS CIRCLE 

The next meeting will be on Friday 18 March. The choice of music this month is that of Mr John McGugan.  

Everyone is welcome at 2.00 p.m. in the Session House.    

The Parishioner 

Copy for the April Parishioner should be handed to Sandra Burns, left in the Publications pigeon hole in the 

Hall vestibule, or sent by e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 27 March.   

 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 

St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life 

than retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday morning.  

You may hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those around you.  You 

don’t have to join up to join in. 
 

The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is 

available in the office Monday to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact for general 

enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person best suited to respond.  Church office telephone number 

is 0141 775 1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com 

  
BRITISH SUMMER TIME 



UNICEF Tubs of Grace –
December 2010

As intimated in last month’s Parishioner session article, I sent 
a cheque to Unicef for the sum of £1061.39. To everyone who 
donated,  a big, big thank you!! My personal thanks also to everyone  
who helped throughout the programme with sorting, counting, and 
carrying.  Your help and support I could not do without and it is most 
appreciated.                                                                                                                           
	 Kind regards

John M Thomson, Treasurer
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Listeners Circle
The next meeting will be on Friday 18 March. The 
choice of music this month is that of Mr John McGugan.  
Everyone is welcome at 2.00 p.m. in the Session House.   

Shipmates commence this night also at 6.00 p.m.  

 

Brownies and Rainbows commence on Wednesday 8 September at 6.30 p.m. 

 

Men’s Club commences on Monday 6 September at 7.30 p.m. when they hope to see former members and welcome 

along more new members.  They enjoy an evening of darts, carpet bowls, snooker, cards etc. and of course a welcome 

‘cuppa’. 

 

 

  
 

 

September 12 James Paterson and Scott Millin 

  19 Mary Stirling and Jen Biggans 

  26 Paul and Charlotte Malcolm 

October  03 Andrew and Fraser Leishman 

  10 Linda Brown and Jean Ralph 

 

The Parishioner 

Copy for the October issue should be handed to Sandra Burns, sent by e-mail to sandraburns@ntlworld.com or left in 

the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule no later than Sunday 27 September. 

 

The Publications Committee are always interested in the activities of all our Organisations, especially the young 

people of Church, so if you wish your voice to be heard, or have something you would like published in The 

Parishioner, please let the Editor know.   

 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME  

St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  If you feel there should be more to life than 

retail therapy and Friday night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday morning.  You may 

hear something to change how you value your life and your relationships with those around you.  You don’t have to 

join up to join in. 

 

LISTENERS CIRCLE 

The first meeting of the new session will be on Friday 17 September at 2pm in the Session House.  Everyone is 

cordially invited to come along to hear ninety minutes of a wide range of music with a break in the middle for tea and 

conversation.    

 

      The Guild 

The Guild meets on Friday evenings in the Mid Hall at 7.30 p.m.  They commence their new Session on 08 October. 

All are welcome, including gentlemen, to come along and enjoy the fellowship and listen to a varied selection of 

topics throughout the Session year. 

 

October  08        Opening Meeting 

15 Stewart McKee - A Climbing Experience 

22         Rev. Douglas Clark - Chaplaincy at Barlinnie Prison 

29         Tally Row - Drama Group from Campsie ( Open Night) 

  

Summer Work Parties 

A big THANK YOU to all those who helped in any way in carrying out the jobs we successfully completed during the 

Summer in the Church and Halls. Without your help we could not have managed to reduce the list of work which 

VISITORS ARE WELCOME 
St Mary’s is a sit anywhere Church and visitors are always welcome.  
If you feel there should be more to life than retail therapy and Friday 
night clubbing, try coming along to the 11 o’clock service on Sunday 
morning. You may hear something to change how you value your life 
and your relationships with those around you. You don’t have to join 
up to join in.
The Church office is located on the right as you enter the Church 
Halls.  The secretary, Mrs Lynn Hay, is  available in the office Monday 
to Friday 9.15 a.m. – 12.15 a.m. and may be the first point of contact 
for general enquiries.  Lynn will be able to refer you to the person 
best suited to respond.  Church office telephone and fax 0141 775 
1166 or e-mail: office.stmarys@btconnect.com

The Parishioner
Copy for the April Parishioner should be handed to Sandra Burns, left 
in the Publications pigeon hole in the Hall vestibule, or sent by e-mail 
to sandraburns@ntlworld.com no later than Sunday 27 March.  
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Communion
The Session held a special session meeting in October to discuss 
issues pertaining to the method of distribution of the elements 
(common cup vs. individual cups), to the involvement of young 
people in Communion and whether we should reintroduce 
communion cards. At our Special Session meeting on 9th February, 
the Session met to consider the following proposals that Mark put 
forward on the basis of the discussions that took place in October.  
The proposals were:-

Distribution of Elements
That we increase the frequency of Communion services from 2 to 
4 in the year.  Two of the Communion services would continue to 
be celebrated by the traditional method of the common cup.  At 
the additional services we would use individual glasses and non 
alcoholic wine.

Young people and their participation at Communion 
That any young person who was deemed to be appropriately 
mature and prepared could take Communion. The appropriate 
Elder in consultation with the child’s carer and the Minister would 
make the preparation and instruction available to the young 
person before he / she would be allowed Communion.

Communion Cards
That we do not re-introduce Communion cards, but we look at how 
we might better use current means of communication to inform 
folks of forthcoming Communion services. 
The various proposals were accepted by Session after discussion 
and the Communion Committee have been tasked with arranging 
the additional communion services.
Mark is grateful for the thoughtful participation of Elders in this 
discussion.

Charles Hay
Session Clerk 
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Dear Friends, 

In preparation for our forthcoming Timeline events in May, the 
Mission & Discipleship Task Group has prepared the inserted leaflet 
and it’s all about you!  This is your invitation to reawaken the dream; 
your opportunity to reflect on the past and rekindle aspirations for 
our future.
Your input will breathe life into the St Mary’s Timeline; transforming 
it into something meaningful that will connect us innovatively 
through our shared experience and unique stories.  Eventually, our 
Timeline will become both our legacy & touchstone for our Future 
Focus programme. 

As we celebrate how our life has been touched by St. Mary’s and 
prayerfully discern God’s will for our future direction, our Timeline 
will both frame our window on the past and our threshold into 
the future.  Our expectation is that our Timeline will be dynamic; 
developing and refining as we tell our own story in our own way.  
Whether as a senior’s thoughtful words wistfully penned, or as 
a child’s creative imagination colourfully scribbled – we want to 
know your story.

Since our Timeline will be hosted online, it will be accessible from 
anywhere in the world.  As a vibrant, lively community whose 
common mission is sharing the Good News, what better platform 
than the World Wide Web?  As technology continues to shrink 
our world, our mission field ever expands.  An exciting prospect 
as we begin to tell of how the ‘Greatest Story Ever Told’ fashioned 
our past, continues to shape our daily living and will wrought our 
future.  Then, our reawakened dream will become our restored 
reality. 

Alan Watson
Convener
Mission & Discipleship Task Group
St Mary’s Parish Church

coming in 
May 2011

IT IS TIME 
TO 

REAWAKEN 
THE DREAM

 

 

FOR NOW
we need your 

St Mary’s 
parish-related 
photos, film
and videos

See further details 
in The Parishioner

St Mary’s Future Focus Task Group

enilemit s’yraM tS

eht rof eraperp s’teL
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Climate Change:  What you can do
Over the next few months we shall be making some suggestions 
for members of the congregation to consider as their personal 
response to climate change.  This month we are looking at heating 
in the home:

The aim is to reduce CO2 emissions through better insulation, 
targeting our heating where it is really needed, looking at more 
efficient boilers and more effective monitoring.

First carry out an audit of what energy you are using in your home 
and whether the heating is used appropriately.  For example, is 
the heating on in rooms no one is using?  Something as simple as 
thermostatic valves on each radiator if you don’t already have them 
could save pounds in fuel bills.

Second, is there any scope for improving insulation and reducing 
drafts?  If you have radiators, then putting aluminium foil behind 
the radiator reflects the heat back into the room rather than 
heating the wall.  Simple, cheap and effective double glazing is a 
possibility if you don’t already have it.

Third, if your boiler is at the end of its useful life and you are 
thinking of replacing it there are some alternatives you might like 
to think about:

•	 Condensing boilers are much more efficient than ordinary gas 
boilers – and there’s help to fund them:  see the Big green boiler 
scheme at http://www.green-boilers.co.uk/

•	 A small scale wind or solar tile construction could provide some 
of your energy needs thus reducing your bills over a period of 
time.  There are a number of suppliers who would advise you 
depending on where you live.

Fourth, turn down your thermostat by 1 degree.
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A Reflection on
The Lord’s Prayer

(Matthew 6:1-18)

Our Father in heaven, please help 
us.
We, your children, learn slowly.
So often we say nothing when your name is mis-used.
Often our lives do not reflect your ways,
Mostly we do what we want on earth,
And this can make heaven unimaginable.
We expect so much more than we actually need each 
day.
Sometimes we think we don’t need forgiveness,
Sometimes we think we are unforgivable,
And we forget that other people make these same 
errors of thinking.
When it comes to temptation, we find our own ways,
We are confused about what is and is not evil,
We are confused about deliverance,
We are confused………………
And here is the wonder, the grace and the mystery,
That you know us completely,
Our failings, our secrets,
And love us forever and ever,
Amen.

By Daphne Kitching

way.  Whether as a senior’s thoughtful words wistfully penned, or as a child’s creative imagination colourfully 

scribbled – we want to know your story. 

 

Since our Timeline will be hosted online, it will be accessible from anywhere in the world.  As a vibrant, lively 

community whose common mission is sharing the Good News, what better platform than the World Wide 

Web?  As technology continues to shrink our world, our mission field ever expands.  An exciting prospect as 

we begin to tell of how the ‘Greatest Story Ever Told’ fashioned our past, continues to shape our daily living 

and will wrought our future.  Then, our reawakened dream will become our restored reality.  

 

Alan Watson 

Convener 

Mission & Discipleship Task Group 

St Mary’s Parish Church 

 

UNICEF Tubs of Grace December 2010 

As intimated in last month’s Parishioner session article, I sent a cheque to Unicef for the sum of £1061.39.  To 

everyone who donated,  a big, big thank you!!  My personal thanks also to everyone  who helped throughout 

the programme with sorting, counting, and carrying.  Your help and support I could not do without and it is 

most appreciated.                                                                                                                            

        Kind regards 

        John M Thomson: Treasurer 

 

St. Mary’s Nursery School is collecting Tesco and Sainsbury schools vouchers for 2011.  These voucher 

schemes allow the nursery to acquire new resources for the children to use.  We will be delighted to receive any 

donations of vouchers you may have; these can be placed into the nursery pigeon hole in the church hall or 

handed into the church office.  Thank you. 

 

A reflection on The Lord’s Prayer 

Matthew 6:1-18) 

Our Father in heaven, please help us. 

We, your children, learn slowly. 

So often we say nothing when your name is mis-used. 

Often our lives do not reflect your ways, 

Mostly we do what we want on earth, 

And this can make heaven unimaginable. 

We expect so much more than we actually need each day. 

Sometimes we think we don’t need forgiveness, 

Sometimes we think we are unforgivable, 

And we forget that other people make these same errors of thinking. 

When it comes to temptation, we find our own ways, 

We are confused about what is and is not evil, 

We are confused about deliverance, 

We are confused……………… 

And here is the wonder, the grace and the mystery, 

That you know us completely, 

Our failings, our secrets, 
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Continued overleaf

The Church of Scotland
Ministries and Mission Contributions 2011

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
Thank you for supporting the worship, mission and service 
of the Church through the money you give in your offering.  
It is important that you know what happens to this money.  
This letter tells you about your congregation’s Ministries 
and Mission Contribution – the money your Congregational 
Treasurer sends to the Church Offices in Edinburgh.  How 
does it enable the worship, mission and service of the Church?

The information below shows how your congregation’s 
contribution is used to support Parish Ministries, Mission 
and Renewal, and general support and services provided 
for congregations and the councils of the General Assembly.  
Please note that the cost of your minister is now what he/
she is paid.  This cost is the total for stipend and employer’s 
national insurance and pension contributions, and is based on 
a minister with ten year’s service

Congregation	 Contribution
Kirkintilloch:  St Mary’s	 £79,294

Parish Ministries (86%)		  £68,193
The cost of ministry in your parish is:	 £39,600
Your contribution to the cost of ministries in
other parishes and training for ministries:	 £28,593
Mission and Renewal (6%)		  £4,758
This supports the Church’s work in resourcing congregations 
for Christian education and outreach, in caring for vulnerable 
in society, in partnership with Church in some of the poorest 
parts of the world, and in providing a Christian perspective on 
the issues of today.
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Support and Services for Councils and Congregations 
(8%)		  £6,343

This provides financial, legal safeguarding and other services, 
and meets the cost of the General Assembly and the 
Moderator.

Please note that Ministries and Mission Contributions 
only provide part of the total funding required for the 
work of the Church listed above.  A fuller picture is 
given in the leaflet 2011 Ministries and Mission, which is 
available free to all congregations.

I hope that this helps you to understand Ministries and 
Mission Contributions and shows you are enabling the 
sharing of the gospel through the money your congregation 
sends through the Church Offices to all parts of Scotland and 
beyond.

Yours sincerely
Gordon D Jamieson

Head of Stewardship

The Junior Section is serving 
a lunch of soup, bread and 
cheese after the service on 
Sunday, March 20 in order to 
raise funds. Please encourage 
the boys by supporting this 
event.

Boys’ 
Brigade

The next Social event will be 'Christmas Delights' on Wednesday 01 December. Those of you who attended 

our previous Christmas event enjoyed the evening and, as then, we have a limited number of tickets, so get 

yours early to be sure of a place.  Once again the tickets are available in the hall every Sunday and this time the 

event is open to gentlemen. These tickets cost £5 per person. Remember only a limited number available!!!  

 

The Christmas Messy Church is on Saturday 27 November.  If people are willing to help can they please let 

Fiona know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Strathkelvin Battalion has been invited by the Committee of the World Mission of the Church of Scotland to 

organise an evening at which the presentation of the cheque for money raised by the Boys' Brigade members 

will be made to the Moderator of the Church of Scotland.  The service will be held in Lenzie Union Parish 

Church on Friday 12 November at 7.30p.m.  Anchor Boys, Junior Section and Company Section Boys from 

Strathkelvin Battalion will participate in the service, to which everyone is invited. The service will also be  

attended by the Brigade President, Sir Kenneth Calman and representatives of Companies and Battalions from 

around Scotland.  Please go along and support the Boys and Officers of Strathkelvin Battalion.  Supper will be 

served following the service. 

 

During the month of November our Junior Section Boys' Brigade are paying a visit to Kirkintilloch Fire  

Station and on Friday night 12 November are going along to the Service mentioned in the previous paragraph.   

On Sunday14 November the boys will attend the Remembrancee Service in our own Church, followed by an 

afternoon of Ten Pin Bowling.  On 20 November it is the Junior Section Fun Day in Lenzie Union Parish 

Church Hall, when other Junior Sections from the Batallion will also take part. 

 

St Mary's Nursery 

This month, the children enjoyed many visits from Stuart Macfarlane, a Mugdock Country Park Ranger. 

Stuart talked to the nursery children showing them how to prepare our garden for the winter by preparing the 

soil.  We planted our spring bulbs and winter onions. We cleaned our four bird boxes, made them secure, 

moved one bird box to a different area to encourage birds, hopefully to nest next year.  We were able to show 

the children how a nest is made; small twigs, feathers, moss and grass and how the birds weave these together 

with great precision . The nursery children were fascinated how a small bird like a blue tit could make such a 

beautiful nest. Our sunflowers are going to be used to help feed the birds during the winter,whilst we will also 

keep some sunflower seeds to replant next year. 

The Park Ranger also took the children on a wild life walk along the Canal, showing them various flora and 

fauna.  The children were  concerned that the leaves of the trees had large black spots and wondered if they 

were ill !!!  Happily Stuart advised them that the trees were very healthy and it is because of the fresh air they 

have black spots.  

Stuart showed the children a black and white picture from 1960 of the Luggie. They were amazed at the  

difference, past and present.  He showed them the route of the Luggie heading towards the River Kelvin to the 

River Clyde, which eventually flows into the Atlantic Ocean. 

We are extremely fortunate as the British Waterways are visiting the nursery in November illustrating the 

safety of water around us. 

Aileen M Mundy  

Eco-Co ordinator  
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TREASURER’S REPORT
January Offering

This provides financial, legal safeguarding and other services, and meets the cost of the 

General Assembly and the Moderator. 

Please note that Ministries and Mission Contributions only provide part of the total funding required for 

the work of the Church listed above.  A fuller picture is given in the leaflet 2011 Ministries and Mission, 

which is available free to all congregations. 

 

I hope that this helps you to understand Ministries and Mission Contributions and shows you are enabling the 

sharing of the gospel through the money your congregation sends through the Church Offices to all parts of 

Scotland and beyond. 

 

Yours sincerely 

Gordon D Jamieson 

Head of Stewardship 

Kirkintilloch Male Voice Choir 

90th Annual Concert 

with 

Special Guests 

Cardiff Male Choir 

St Mary’s Parish Church 

Saturday 2
nd

 April, 2011 at 7.30pm 

Tickets £7 from any choir member, 

Lynsey’s Flowers Catherine Street, 

by phoning 0141 775 2437 or e-mailing 

tickets_kmvc@hotmail.co.uk 

 

 
TREASURER'S REPORT 

      

JANUARY OFFERING     

      

 FREEWILL GIFT  OPEN STANDING  

DATE OFFERING AID PLATE ORDERS  

05.01.11 629.85 479.50 54.30   

10.01.11 570.50 673.30 65.00   

17.01.11 949.80 613.50 89.10   

24.01.11 539.10 409.30 71.50   

31.01.11 648.70 350.00 48.50   

Standing orders    3351.33  

TOTAL 3337.95 2525.60 328.40 3351.33  

      

Total for the Month 9543.28    

      

      

 RECEIPTS AND DONATIONS Received with thanks  

Donations to Parishioner and Life & Work Receipts 21.40  
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Gift Aid
Having recently completed the claim for the nine months to 31 
December, 2010 it brought to mind the fact that the amount which 
we are able to reclaim with effect from 6 April 2011 will only be 
25p for each pound compared to the present rate of 28p. This will 
clearly have a pronounced effect on our income for future years. 
Indeed, based on the recoveries for the last calendar year, we will 
lose some £3,000 which is equivalent to the costs incurred for 
Organ Upkeep and Outreach Costs.
In order to meet this shortfall it would be helpful if anyone who 
pays tax in any way and is not a member of the Gift Aid scheme 
joins as soon as possible; remember it costs you nothing to join and 
there is no set commitment. We are able to go back only four years 
now to reclaim on past giving as opposed to six, therefore with the 
end of the tax year looming it is all the more important to join now. 
In these difficult times it is not easy to ask for more, but if you can 
make up the 3p difference or more it would be appreciated. 
Gift Aid Forms are available in the vestibule and should be returned 
to John Thomson or myself.  Either of us are happy to answer any 
questions which you may have.

Hugh Biggans
Finance Convenor
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coming in 
May 2011

IT IS TIME 
TO 

REAWAKEN 
THE DREAM

 

 

FOR NOW
we need your 

St Mary’s 
parish-related 
photos, film
and videos

See further details 
in The Parishioner

St Mary’s Future Focus Task Group
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Across
1  Made from the fruit 

of the vine, symbol 
of the blood of 
Christ (4) 

3  ‘You are to set an 
ambush behind the 
city. Don’t go very 
far from it. All of 
you be on — — ’ 
(Joshua 8:4) (3,5) 

8  Seep (4)
9  Celebrated by Jesus 

on the night of 
his betrayal (Luke 
22:15) (8) 

11 One of the 
supposed sites of 
Christ’s burial place 
in Jerusalem (6,4) 

14 ‘A city on a hill 
— be hidden’ 
(Matthew 5:14) (6) 

15 He inherited Elijah’s 
mantle (2 Kings 
2:12–13) (6) 

17 Where Jesus prayed 
‘Not as I will, but as you will’ 
(Matthew 26:36, 39) (10) 

20 ‘Only in his home town and in 
his — — is a prophet without 
honour’ (Matthew 13:57) (3,5)

21 Sail (anag.) (4) 22	 How 
Jesus was punished before his 
crucifixion (Matthew 27:26) (8) 

23 Eye sore (4)

Down
1  Can’t grow (anag.) (5,3) 
2  A servant girl to Peter, ‘You also 

were with that — , Jesus’ (Mark 
14:67) (8) 

4  Well-being (Proverbs 3:8) (6) 
5  Pentecostal denomination, — of 

God (10) 

6  One of the ‘obvious’ acts of the 
sinful nature (Galatians 5:19, 
21) (4) 

7  ‘I preached that they should 
repent and — to God’ (Acts 
26:20) (4) 

10 ‘ — — , the world will not see 
me any more, but you will see 
me’ (John 14:19) (6,4) 

12 He betrayed Jesus: Judas — 
(Luke 6:16) (8) 

13 Jesus to Peter: ‘ — — of my 
sheep’ (John 21:16) (4,4) 

16 The centurion said, ‘Surely this 
man was — — of God’ (Mark 
15:39) (3,3) 

18 Baked bread (Mark 8:14) (4) 
19 ‘Blessing and honour, glory and 

power, be — Him’ (Handel’s 
Messiah) (4)

ACROSS: 1, Wine. 3, The alert. 8, Ooze. 9, Passover. 11, Garden Tomb. 14, Cannot. 15, Elisha. 17, 
Gethsemane. 20, Own house. 21, Lisa. 22, Flogging. 23, Stye. DOWN: 1, Wrong act. 2, Nazarene. 4, 
Health. 5, Assemblies. 6, Envy. 7, Turn. 10, Before long. 12, Iscariot. 13, Take care. 16, The Son. 18, Loaf. 
19, Unto.

ANSWERS AT FOOT OF PAGE

Crossword
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A PILGRIM’S 
PROGRESS 

On 18th February 1678, one of 
the most famous Christian books 
was published for the first time. 
It was ‘The Pilgrim’s Progress’ 
by John Bunyan. The book tells 
the story of a character called 
Christian who travels towards 
the heavenly city, encountering 
many difficulties and getting led 
astray, but finally succeeding.

John Bunyan suffered many 
difficulties in his own life. He was 
put in prison twice because he 
refused to stop preaching God’s 
word. His strength of purpose 
and the story of a pilgrim’s 
journey through the troubles of 
life have been a source of 
strength to many people in the 
years since the book was 
published. 

BIBLE WORDS
Can you find all the answers to 
this Bible Quiz? All the words 
begin with the letter P. Answers 
at the bottom of this page.
1. Andrew’s brother, one of the 

disciples.
2. Another name for a king of 

Egypt.
3. A tribe who fought Saul and 

David  (2 Samuel).
4. The first place in Europe 

where Paul established a 
church (Acts 16).

5. The island where St John 
had his revelations.

6. She travelled with St Paul 
and was married to Aquila 
(Acts 18).

7. The Italian port where Paul 
landed on his way to Rome 
(Acts 28).

8. The Roman Governor who 
set Barabbas free (Matthew 
27).

NEWSFLASH: 
Two prisoners escaped from 

custody today. One is 7 feet tall, 
the other is 4 feet 3 inches. The 
Police are looking high and low 

for them.

1 Peter 2 Pharaoh 3 Philistines 4 Philippi 
5 Patmos  6 Priscilla  7 Puteoli  

8 Pontius Pilate
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ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS

Very few things in life should be taken utterly seriously.  Most of what we think we know turns out to be a form of 

idolatry.   “Relate thyself relatively to the relative, and absolutely to the Absolute.” says Kierkegard. 

In the year of Our Lord 2010 it’s time to pay attention to the Danish Christian’s wise words. 

 

Condensed from ‘No laughing matter’ by Ron Ferguson in the September issue of ‘Life and Work.’ 

                                                                                                                  

                                                                                                     Yours  Margaret 

  

Jim  -  Please re-print the following - some amendments have been made since last month. 

 
ST MARY’S PARISH CHURCH ORGANISATIONS 

DAY ORGANISATION LOCATION TIME CONTACT 
Sunday 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday Worship 

Sunday School 

Seekers 

Crèche 

Fairtrade 

Badminton 

    Beginners 

    Junior 

    Senior 

Youth Fellowship 

Church 

Church Halls 

      ditto 

      ditto 

Main Hall 

        

      ditto 

      ditto 

      ditto 

Mid Hall 

       

 

11.00 a.m. – 12 noon 

              ditto 

              ditto 

              ditto 

12 noon – 12.30 p.m. 

 

4.30 p.m. – 6.00 p.m. 

5.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

7.30 p.m. – 10.30p.m. 

7.30 p.m. – 9.30 p.m. 

 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

Elaine Stevens / Louise Barry 

Ken Craig 

Dorothy Stewart 

Fiona Leishman/Leslie Baird 

 

Trevor Patterson 

Susan Wilson 

Trevor Patterson 

Lorna McCallum 

Monday Ladies Bowling 

Shipmates 

Junior & Company 

  Section Boys’ Brigade 

Men’s Club 

Main Hall 

    ditto 

 

    ditto 

Main Hall 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. – 6.45 p.m. 

 

6.45p.m. – 8.30 p.m. 

8.00 p.m. – 10.00p.m. 

Cathie Devine/Bessie Cousin 

Lindsay Campbell 

 

Iain Hill 

Archie Smith  

 

Tuesday WRVS Lunch Club 

Ladies Badminton 

Junior Badminton 

Prayer Time 

Senior Badminton 

Country Dancing 

Main Hall 

    ditto 

    ditto 

 Session House 

    ditto 

Mid Hall 

12 noon – 1.30 p.m. 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

6.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

8.00 p.m. – 10.30 p.m. 

7.45 p.m. – 10.00 p.m. 

Jane Hutchison 

Doreen More 

Trevor Patterson 

Rev Katy Owen 

Susan Wilson 

Moira MacNeill 

 

Wednesday Wednesday Welcome 

Wednesday Worship 

Over 50s Badminton 

Brownies 

Rainbows 

Vestry Hour 

Session House 

Church 

Main Hall 

    ditto 

    ditto 

Vestry 

10.00a.m. – 11.20a.m. 

11.30 a.m. – 12 noon 

1.30 p.m. – 3.30 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. – 7.45 p.m. 

6.30 p.m. – 7.30 p.m. 

7.00 p.m. – 8.00 p.m. 

Mary Stirling 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

 

Elizabeth Cousin 

Agnes Marran 

Rev Mark Johnstone 

  Telephone Church Office 

 

Thursday Flower Circle 

(alternate weeks) 

Choir 

Mid Hall 

 

Session House 

7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

 

7.45 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

Elizabeth Walker 

 

David Burns 

 

Friday Listeners’ Circle 

(monthly) 

Guild 

        ditto 

 

Mid Hall 

2.00 p.m. – 4.00 p.m. 

 

7.30 p.m. – 9.00 p.m. 

 

 

Moira MacNeill 

 

Session Article 

 

The Elders of St Mary’s are, in the tradition of the Church of Scotland, the “ruling elders” of the Parish.  As St Mary’s 

Parish Church has a Quoad Omnia Constitution, this means we do not have as some churches do, a congregational board 

to deal with the day to day running of the church.  Our Elders have the responsibility for both spiritual and organisational 

affairs. 

 

The Church of Scotland is adding to this definition of elders,  a new sub category of “Elders Emeritus”.  This is to 

distinguish between Elders who are active on the Kirk Session and are happy to participate in the decision making 

process of the Church from those who for one reason or another do not actively participate. The latter category will now 


